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Children from ages 2-11 spend an average of 24 hours a week in front of a TV. Yes, this figure is alarming!

But some studies suggest that visual media can enhance children’s communication, self-expression and

creative skills. But what kind of workplace values are children films promoting? Two of the most popular

animated characters of the last twenty years, SpongeBob SquarePants and Minions, demonstrate both

positive and negative qualities for future workers. Although these cartoons are silly and lighthearted, they

actually do a great job of portraying the nuances in workplace relations, and present two different kinds of

employees: The Minion and The SpongeBob.

The “Minion” Employee

Ever since starring in the 2010 computer-animated comedy Despicable Me, Minions have become a truly
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unstoppable force, with an estimated 70 million dollars worth of merchandise sold every year. In 2015,

they were given their own film, Minions, that eventually grossed 1.59 billion dollars worldwide. What kind of

employee are these incredibly popular, quirky yellow creatures promoting?

Throughout the films, the Minions have a comically unshakable loyalty to their bosses. Even if it involves

acting out evil plots like stealing world treasures or taking over the British monarchy, Minions always obey

their bosses’ orders and try their very best to make sure their plans come to fruition. Moreover, Minions

gleefully endure a great deal of manipulation and aggressive behavior from their bosses.

Is always obeying your boss’s orders (no matter how ridiculous and dangerous) a positive attribute?

According to one study, bad management and dissatisfied employees has been costing the U.S economy

up to 550 billion dollars a year! Margie Warrell of Forbes Magazine suggests that when dealing with an

aggressive boss, one should “have the courage to speak up rather than cower in silence for fear of an

awkward conversation.” Within these films, the Minions’ inability to confront their bosses leads to chaos

and dysfunction. By not challenging their bosses’ authority, Minions perpetuate antiquated ideas of

workplace culture. Good&Co CEO Samar Birwadker argues that “The old ‘make everybody enjoy suffering’

model only worked when people didn’t have much choice about where they worked, or for whom.” Hence,

Minions’ unabashed loyalty to their cruel bosses is definitely a negative attribute that shouldn’t be emulated

by the millions of children consuming their films and products.

By not challenging their bosses’ authority, Minions
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Do the Minions have any positive lessons for future employees?

Yes, they most certainly do! Love them or hate them, you can’t deny that the Minions definitely work as a

team. Whether it’s stealing the Great Pyramid of Giza, fighting for Napoleon Bonaparte or singing an avant-

garde rendition of Beach Boy’s “Barbara Ann,” the Minions always stick together. One study from MIT

concluded that workplace communication is a key factor in predicting the success or failure of a business.

Former professional basketball player Michael Jordan has said, “Talent wins games, but teamwork and

intelligence wins championships.” Regardless of the circumstances, the Minions work as one unit,

communicating with one another in a language that linguists are still struggling to decode.

By not challenging their bosses’ authority, Minions
perpetuate antiquated ideas of workplace…
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In conclusion, the “Minion” employee is loyal to their boss to a fault but excellent at teamwork and

workplace communication.

The “SpongeBob” Employee

Minions’ unabashed loyalty to their cruel bosses is
definitely a negative attribute that…
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Soon after premiering in 1999 on Nickelodeon, SpongeBob SquarePants became one of the most iconic

cartoons of the new millennium. With his cheery attitude, goofy jokes and geeky outfit, SpongeBob is our

generation’s favorite lovable nerd.

So, what kind of employee is SpongeBob?

A really good one, actually! SpongeBob works at the most popular restaurant in all of Bikini Bottom, a

maritime themed burger joint, the Krusty Krab. Throughout the show’s nine seasons, SpongeBob has been

persistently happy to work at the Krusty Krab, showing that he’s chosen a workplace culture that is
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compatible with his personality. Unlike the seven out of 10 American workers who “aren’t fully engaged at

work,” SpongeBob is an incredibly enthusiastic worker. So much so that he devotes every fiber of his being

to keeping the formula behind the notorious Krabby patty a secret. There’s a reason why SpongeBob once

received the “Employee of the Month” certificate for 26 consecutive months!

(Still from “Employee of the Month”)

In addition to being a loyal and enthusiastic employee, SpongeBob also demonstrates a flexibility with his

coworkers. For example, SpongeBob manages to get along with Squidward, a grumpy and pretentious

There’s a reason why SpongeBob once received the
“Employee of the Month”…
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coworkers. For example, SpongeBob manages to get along with Squidward, a grumpy and pretentious

octopus who works as the cashier of the Krusty Krab. Even though they are polar opposites, by

successfully communicating and adjusting to one another’s personalities, Squidward and SpongeBob run

the most prosperous burger restaurant under the sea! The “SpongeBob” employee is happy, obeys orders

and pushes themselves out of their comfort zone for the greater good of the company. I wonder what

workplace compatibility apps they use in Bikini Bottom?

At the workplace, should you be a Minion or a

I wonder what workplace compatibility apps they use in
Bikini Bottom?
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SpongeBob?
Be a little bit of both! Try your best to have a teamwork mentality like the Minions while also being

enthusiastic and flexible like SpongeBob. Besides, if you’re working for a company that fits your unique

personality, it will be easy to embody the best qualities of both the Minions and SpongeBob SquarePants.

Happy job hunting!

Try your best to have a teamwork mentality like the
Minions while also being enthusiastic and…
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View all posts by Daniel Spielberger →

Daniel Spielberger is a writer from Los Angeles. In his spare time, he curates a fashion Instagram for a Beverly Hills doctor

called "Fashionista_MD." Check out his website: www.danielspielberger.com
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There’s a little bit of “animal” inside all of us. What’s YOUR spirit animal? Take this fun personality quiz to…
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Quiz: How Happy Are You At Work?

Did you know that 70% of Americans are unhappy at work? Luckily, there’s an innovative app trying to fix that! Take our…
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Deep in the Good&Co labs we’ve been mixing and shaking more than just martinis. We’ve concocted a super secret

algorithm…
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